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1. As you well know, we live in a far from perfect world.  At times, our world is evil in the way that people treat each other.  Yet from this less than perfect world, with less than perfect people, there comes the idea of justice.  Justice is the idea that there is a right and wrong and that people will get what they deserve based on whether they do what is right or wrong.  Justice is a powerful idea in the Bible and also in our world.  People get really upset when they believe that an injustice is being done. 


2. Except when they do wrong and then they want mercy.  One of Blake Whitenack’s favorite sayings is when comes to ourselves, “we don’t want justice, we want mercy.”


3. Well, how does God feel about the sin, justice, mercy, a punishment sort of thing?  Does God disapprove of sin and injustice?  Is God a justice God?  Is He a punishing God? Is God a merciful God?  Does God love us? How does all of this fit together?


4. We don’t have the time to fit all of this together, and I am not sure if I could do so even if we had the time.  However, I will answer all these questions with a resounding:  “Yes, God is like all of these things and more.”  From these questions and the issues they raise, I would like to consider that the consequence of sin returns to us.  


5. The greatest consequent of sin is death.  Paul says “the wages of sin is death.”  Sin results in the sometimes physical death, and for sure the spiritual death and the eternal separation from God that every believer fears and has avoided by their personal faith in God.  


6. The second consequence of sin is separation from each other.  When sin gets cranked up and starts its movement in our lives we cannot help but become increasingly selfish and increasingly concerned over what happens to ourselves.  Human beings are naturally self-centered anyway, but even the most loving relationship can be ruined by sin and selfishness.  Happy marriages are delicate balances between give and take that can be easy made extremely selfish and unbearable by sin.  We live in communities in which people coexist in delicate harmony until one group takes advantage of another and makes the most of sinful desires to the detriment of the others.  To me, the Wise County School Board is a good example of what happens when one part of a larger community cares nothing about the other part of the community.  When sin reins, other people suffer.  In fact, sin’s return is human suffering.  People can blame human suffering on God all they want, but the fact is that we do most of the harm to ourselves as the sequence of human sin.


7. People don’t want to recognize this but we live in a cause and effect universe, both physically and spiritually.  Physically it means that if we drop a pebble in a pond, it sends ripples throughout the pond.  If we pollute the air, sooner or later the air will become harder to breathe.  If someone drives while drunk, sooner or later they will kill themselves or someone innocence, or both.  If you’re a jerk and you’re mean to people, then you’ll never have people that will like you. In other words, if you play with fire, some day you will get burnt, and then you will whine to God asking why something terrible has happen to you.  We don’t like to admit it but the truth is that for the most part we deserved a lot that comes our way.


8. As Obadiah says in verse 15 “…as you have done, it will be done to you; you deeds will return upon your own head.”  In other words, in the economy of cause and effect, we get what we deserve.   “As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head.”  This is cause and effect but it is also God’s judgment.  It is God’s judgment because He lifts His isolation and protection of our lives.


9. Turn with me to Romans 1: 24-28 and follow as I read.  The example Paul is using is homosexuality, but it could easily be any of the sins in verse 29-31 (read).  You know you are being judged by God when you don’t even realize that what you are doing is wrong and you become hopelessly lost in your sins. You know you are being judged when you don’t care for the truth, when you don’t care for yourself or anyone else but yourself.   God has then given you over to your sins and you are lost to your sins and their terrible consequences.  


10. What do some people think when they run into someone who is the terrible grasp of the consequences of their sins?  Do you say “Ha, they are getting what they deserve?  Told you so.” Someone stupid and foolish people might, instead you might think this “if not by the Grace of God there I am, and there I go.”


11. You see I believe this, that in the world of cause and effect, in the world in which God has created to give us what we deserve, he is the God of second and third chances.   He is the God of grace and love that at least for a period of time overlooks our foolishness and our extreme pride.  He, because of His love and grace, tries to restore us to our sanity by delaying the sequences of sin until, hopefully, we see the stupidness of our sins.


12. Sin returns… but only by the grace and love of God do we escape consequences of our insanity.   However, by escaping the consequences of our sins, we should not think that God is weak or that He approves of our sins, or makes an exception for us. Instead it is as 2 Peter 3: 9 says “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

