Week Of:   August 7, 2011
Title:    Taking Relationship Seriously
Series:    Sermons from Obadiah   

Scripture:   Obadiah 1-4, 10-17
1. It seems that all of my life I heard Preachers complain that people don’t know the Bible.  I’ll be the first to admit that I don’t know enough about the Bible.  I am really bad about not being able to quote verse by verse the Bible.

2. But when ministers say that people don’t know the Bible they are not just talking about quoting verse and passage, they are talking content as well.  For example, it is estimated that one in five Americans cannot name 5 of the Ten Commandments.  One in five cannot tell you the name of the first book of the Bible.  One in 10 Americans apparently believe that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife. 

3. But remembering verse by verse or even who was Noah’s wife is not the important part of being biblically literate.  The important part of the being familiar with the Bible is knowing the teachings and principles in this book which we (humanity) are supposed to live by.  The important part of understanding the Bible is not to rattle off scripture and verse, but is understanding who God is and what God want from us.    

4.  The lack of knowledge of the Bible is resulting in an increasing number of people who know little about the Bible and who think that our world would be better off without the Bible and Christianity.  Some of these people are waging a war of propaganda and don’t care about the truth, and still others just don’t read or try to understand the Bible to get the truth.   It’s like one person told me the other day, the Bible is really hard to understand.  Admittedly sometimes it is hard to understand and other times it is fairly straight forward. 


5. Our scripture today is one of the many scriptures in the Bible pointing  out that God expects people to get along.  It is important to note that most of the great religions in which our faith is one, embodies humanities highest values:  union with the divine, connection with creation, and then devotion to the good of humanity. How is it bad for people to get along?  Where is the harm in getting along and loving one another?   And how is teaching this principle wrong for our world?

6. In the shortest book of the Old Testament, Obadiah is chiding the Edomites.   The Edomites are the house of Esau—the descendents of Essau, and Israel is of course the house of Jacob. Obadiah is chiding and scolding the Edomites because they have stood leisurely by as Jerusalem was ransacked and destroyed by King Nebuchadnezzar in 582 BC.  Look at verses 10-14.  

10 Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame; you will be destroyed forever. 
11 On the day you stood aloof while strangers carried off his wealth and foreigners entered his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them. 12 You should not gloat over your brother in the day of his misfortune, nor rejoice over the people of Judah in the day of their destruction, nor boast so much in the day of their trouble. 13 You should not march through the gates of my people in the day of their disaster, nor gloat over them in their calamity in the day of their disaster, nor seize their wealth in the day of their disaster. 14 You should not wait at the crossroads to cut down their fugitives, nor hand over their survivors in the day of their trouble.

7.  Jacob and Essau’s problems go way back.  They were twins who weren’t very brotherly to each other, mainly because their parents (Isaac and Rebekah) made such a difference between them.  Essau was Isaac’s favorite and Jacob was Rebekah’s favorite, in fact Genesis 25: 18 says: “Isaac…love Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.” Do you think it is possible to love one of your children or grandchildren more than the other?  I suppose it is, but I wouldn’t want to do it.  However, as a parent, I’ve often wondered if my children ever feel like I care about one more than the other?  I asked Kara one time if she or her brothers ever felt like we played favorites with one of them over the other and held my breath she said “No, why would you ask such a question?” Why? Because you never know what children will think or say.  (Tell Kara and Kitten story)   Children think and say the craziest things.

8. In this case, the Bible confirms that Isaac and Rebekah practiced some rather poor parenting skills and the brothers were not close.  In fact, under Rebekah’s tutelage, Jacob steals Esau’s birthright and his father’s blessing from Isaac. 

9. Even though Jacob and Esau evidently kiss and make up, the legacy of their bad brotherly relationship is passed on to future generations.  Deuteronomy 23:7 states as a warning to the Israelites “Do not hate an Edomite for he is your brother.”  The scary thing about fear and hatred that it can be and often is passed on to future generations.  There are people in this world who hate each other and don’t even know why they hate.  All they know was the seeds were planted there by their parents and grandparents and it waits the smallest provocation to germinate.  Parents and grandparents, be careful what and who you hate because it will be passed on to your children and grandchildren.

10. Here is one of the many teachings of the Bible about not hating your brothers or sisters, even brothers and sisters of future generations to come.  God takes seriously the relationships between brothers, sisters, brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, friends and neighbors, classes and races, societies and nations.  1 John even goes so far to say, and I wished it didn’t: “If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And he has given us this command:  “Who loves God must also love his brother.”

11. The critics of Christianity that maintain the Bible and the Christian faith are bad for the world don’t understand Christianity or the teachings of the Bible.   If people believe that the world is evil and bad with religion in it, they don’t want to see a world with Christianity and the Bible in it.  In other words people might think we are bad with Jesus, but God help us all without Jesus in the world. 

12. What is wrong with the world is not God and the Bible, but it is a world and people who ignore God and the Bible and cannot measure up to God’s will and the Bible’s teachings.   

May God grant all of us the grace to be more like Him.

