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Scripture:   Amos 7:1-6; 2 Corinthians 5:14-16
1. Does anyone here think of themselves as being a prophet? We might make jokes about being a prophet but I would imagine that no one here would dare think of themselves as one.  I certainly wouldn’t, nor would I want to be one, because an Old Testament prophet was very weird and really not too well liked.  Usually everyone hated the Old Testament prophet because he didn’t have a lot of nice things to say about their country and their king.

2. The New Testament understanding of the gift of prophecy seems to be different, at least with Paul’s writings.  In Paul’s writings, prophecy deals mostly with things that are going on in the church.  Paul is speaking to the church at Corinth and tells them in 1 Corinthians 14, “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy.” Then he says “one who prophesies edifies the church.”

3. So he is encouraging them to pursue love but also desire to have the spiritual gift of prophesy. There are many gifts of the Spirit, however the one everyone should want or desire is prophecy.  

4. Does Paul expect everyone to become Old Testament prophets of God?  No, however, I think that Paul did want the Corinthians, and really all of his churches, to see the church, themselves, and the world through eyes of faith and the Spirit.

5. To me a prophet is a seer, rather than a forecaster.  He or she is a seer of the present which leads to a greater understanding of the future.  He or she sees the world through the eyes of faith and the help of the Holy Spirit.


6. Faith in God and the Holy Spirit changes everything.  It especially changes the way we see the world, and our lives.  Faith creates a whole new way of seeing the world, and the people who live in it.  Faith, along with the presence of Holy Spirit, gives us a new world view.  Paul says it this way: “Therefore from now on we recognize no one according the flesh…”  The flesh simply means from a worldly point of view.  Being a Christian changes our point of view about ourselves, each other, the church, and the world we live in so that we don’t regard things from a worldly point of view.

7. Let me give you an example of an extreme worldly point of view.  One of the many critics of Christianity and religion in general has published this in one of his best-selling books: “when one person suffers from a delusion it is called insanity.  When many people suffer from a delusion it is called religion.” 

8. There are many people who live under the point of view that religion, especially Christianity, is at best foolish and at worst evil.   Anti-religion and anti-Christianity is their worldview.  

9. Now everyone has a worldview…some are Christian, some are religious, some are materialistic, some are hedonistic, some are atheistic, and so forth.  A worldview is a set of assumptions and beliefs that we have about our world and our future in it.  These beliefs and assumptions are attempts, at best, to make sense of the world and give direction and meaning to life. 


10. Do you remember your worldview changing when you became a Christian?  Most of us who grew up in church, or even our area, did not notice that big of a change in how we came to look at things.  After all, I grew up in the South, had good Christian parents, went to church, and had mostly like-minded Christian friends. Most of you are just like me.

11. However, some of us may not have been so blessed. We may have come from a totally different kind of background where we didn’t have Christian parents and we didn’t go to church all of our lives. If so, our view of the world and of life must have changed when we became a Christian.


12. Faith in God and our trust in God changes how we see the world we live in, or at least it should.   Faith in God allows us to see His handy work in the world around us.  Faith in God allows us to believe in the love and goodness of God. If you believe in Jesus then you believe in the God that loved the world so much that He sent His son to die for each of us. 

13. It is my opinion that for some people, their worldview is so impoverished that they believe there is no love beyond human love and no morals beyond human morals.  To them the only purpose in life is the purpose that they give themselves in their meaningless existence.  

14. Faith in God colors our world and helps us understand the world from God’s point of view.  In our scripture, the prophet Amos’ faith and knowledge of God gave him insight into the nature of Israel. Israel thinks that they are secure, that their life has been guaranteed by worship services (5: 20-24), their personal wealth (6:1-7), and their military might (6: 8-14).  Instead, Amos sees them through his eyes of faith in God.  They are small, weak, helpless little sinful people who have nothing to be proud of and are insignificant in the face of the judgment of God.

15. Perhaps the most significant insight of Faith is that we, no matter who we are and how good a person we might think of ourselves being, are always in need of the  salvation supplied and made possible by Jesus Christ. 

16. Israel thought that because God had chosen them that they didn’t need God to help them.  Amos begged to differ.

17. It would be a mistake to think of prophecy as something that is always negative. Paul sees prophecy as something that also speaks an encouraging word to build up instead of just tearing down.  In Paul’s way of seeing things, prophecy is not just about someone standing in another person’s face and saying “you’re the man, you are the person standing God’s judgment,” but it is also about building up the people of God—making them stronger and better.  Look in 1 Corinthians 14: 3, he says, “But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification (building up), and exhortation (keep it up, don’t quit) and consolation (that’s ok, God forgives you)…” 

