Week Of:  July 10, 2011 

Title:    Who is Praying for You?
Series:    Sermons from Amos   

Scripture:   Amos 7:1-6
1. Someone (Francois Fenelon) wrote: “Of all the duties enjoined by Christianity none is more essential and yet more neglected than prayer.”  Do you believe that?  I do!  Prayer is essential and often it is neglected. 
I’d like to talk about the essential nature of prayer and encourage us all not to neglect it.

2. The essential nature of prayer is demonstrated in the life of Israel as portrayed in the Old Testament. For example, turn in your Bibles to Exodus 32:9-14 and follow as I read these verses:  9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?”   What a prayer!  This has got to be one of the most important prayers in the history of Israel’s struggle for survival.  You might say, that in the perimeters of God’s will, God was willing and was justified in destroying the nation of Israel, but because of Moses’ prayer and God’s loving-kindness, He chose to be merciful then rather than later. 

3. Why say “merciful then rather than later”? In the long run, it might have been less suffering and pain to start over with Moses.  Haven’t you given a person another chance and knew that sooner or later they would be in trouble again? Of course you have.  Obviously so did God, and the prayers of his prophets were a witness to that propensity for trouble.  

4. For example, in Jeremiah 7:16-17; 11:14; 15:1, Ezekiel 13:5, Isaiah 62:1, and of course our scripture in Amos, God’s people are in deep trouble and the praying prophet and the loving kindness of God has to come to the rescue again.

5. How many times in recent memory have you been in trouble, either of your own design or the craziness and sinfulness of our world, and had to have prayer and the loving kindnesses of God come to your rescue? Who knows how many prayers have been answered by God without your knowledge or understanding.  God and the prayers of the saints of God do so much good that we cannot even begin to imagine just how blessed we are from them. And another thing too….Thank God for unanswered prayers, especially prayers answered the way we want them to be answered. A very wise and spiritual lady once wrote: “There are more tears shed over answered prayers than over unanswered prayers.” --Teresa of Avila

6. Lest I chase another rabbit, let’s look at our praying prophet Amos for a moment.  In chapter 7, there are three visions and two answered prayers.  Two of the visions have to do with God preparing a judgment and punishments against the Northern Kingdom.   The third vision has to do with judgment of the plum line that is set before Israel in which God says once they get out of line again “I will not spare them.”

7. We don’t know when these visions occurred or how far apart they were.  All we know is the prophet intercedes and God relents, another vision occurs the prophet prays again and God relents again.  

8. I love what the prophet says on both occasions.  He doesn’t mention the covenant between Israel and God, because Israel has already broken the terms of the covenant.  He just says “Israel is so small.” They are so weak and vulnerable that they cannot survive swarms of Locust or fires of draught that you are preparing to send against them.  So please God change your mind and be merciful again. 

9. In life few things are so predetermined that good ole heart-felt prayers cannot change. Sometimes our prayers are invitations for us to work alongside of God, like praying that God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven.  And we can just see things falling into place.  And then some prayers are the prayers of prophets in which we pray “please be merciful just one more time.” 

10. I don’t know about you but I believe this: Life and things in life are likely (pretty much going to happen as they are going to happen, cause and effect sort stuff) but all things are not predetermined and set in stone.”  If they are, then why pray in face of so much uncertainty, evil, sin and suffering?  God has put a certain amount freedom and a certain amount of randomness in the fiber of the universe in which He chooses to overlook and therefore enjoys the freedom, the prayers, and the randomness of His creation.    

11. But freedom (in God’s universe) can only go so far because with freedom there comes responsibility and with responsibility there comes consequences. The critics of Christianity say that if God is so powerful and so all-loving, why does He presume to judge us and why does He allow bad things to happen us.  Because, with freedom there is great responsibility and with freedom and responsibility there has to be consequences.  And sometimes the consequences can be unpleasant, and as Kara my daughter was fond of saying “that is unfair daddy.” 

12. But also to those who say life is so hard and things are allowed to happen to us that should not be allowed to happen to us, I want to say… have you ever thought what might happen to us without prayer and without a loving God to bless us and to look after us?  

13.  Have you ever thought what might come our way without prayer?  So, again I say, who is praying for you?

