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1. Tomorrow, if it is God’s will, we will celebrate yet another 4th of July.  This yearly celebration has been going on since the declaration of independence in 1776.  The celebration of our freedom and the liberties that it gives has often been taken for granted, even while our young men and women have died to protect it.  


2. In addition, freedom (in general) and the liberties that it affords have often been abused.  A good example of these would be in our scripture this morning.  In the book of Galatians, Paul is fired up.  In fact, he is so mad that he tells certain Galatians to go to a bad place in 1:8, and then tells them that they can separate themselves from a certain part of their anatomy in 5:12.  


3. The controversy centers around a group of them wanting to be more Jewish than Christian.  They are teaching that in order to be a follower of Christ and be in right standing with God, not only are they to believe in Jesus but also observe the Laws and traditions of Moses.  

4. Circumcision seems to be of major concern with Paul saying in 5:2 that if they allow themselves to circumcised, Christ would have no value to them at all.   And in addition, if they did agree to circumcision, they would be obligated to obey the whole law (5:3), not just that part of it.

5. So Paul lectures them in 5:1 by reminding them “that Christ has set us free” from all of those restraints of the Law, so don’t be burdened again from the yoke of slavery to the law.  Christ has set them free from the things that will shackle them and enslave them—even the Law of God.
 

6. Slavery and bondage comes from two places—from within and from without.   In the late 18th century, a philosopher by the name of Immanuel Kant distinguished between two types of liberty—one positive liberty and the other is negative liberty. 

7. Negative liberty is what most of us feel is the greatest liberty to protect. It is the freedom from outward restraints.  Our forefathers fought the revolutionary war to protect us from the outward tyranny of England.  

World War II was fought to protect us from Nazi Germany and an Imperial Japan.  Matthew Phillips just returned from Afghanistan fighting to protect us from the threat of terrorism. In fact, two of Matthew’s friends died in protecting this kind of liberty.   

8. Paul, in our scriptures, is fighting against false teachers and the outward repressive influence of the Law.  Not that the Law was necessarily bad but Jesus said that obeying the Law was a tremendous burden to bear while His yoke was easy.

9. Positive liberty is defined as the power to act to fulfill one's own potential from within.  To put it simply, we are our own worst enemy. I know that outside forces can be powerful influences on us. I know that Satan is a powerful influence in our world, but most of the time Satan doesn’t need to do much, because given the opportunity we will cut off our nose despite our face.  I feel our greatest challenges come from within. God’s greatest challenge is to set us free from the tyranny of ourselves where all true liberties start.  That is the reason that Paul says in Galatians 5: 1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”


10. But freedom is only the half of what we need.  The other half is responsibility.   Some people don’t handle freedom very well.  For example, what is one of the greatest freedoms that a young person may abuse? Driving!  A parent’s nightmare begins when they hand over the keys to a 16 year old.   We know how dangerous it is to drive, but not too many young  people understand the danger and the responsibility in getting behind the wheel of an automobile. 


11. Paul is reminding the Galatians not about the responsibility of driving an automobile but about responsibility of being set free by Christ.  Paul says “you, my brothers, were called to be free, but not called to do as you please.”  Some people feel that freedom means that they can say or do anything that they please.  But nothing can be farther from the truth.   Freedom is the ability to express yourself within the confines of a universal moral law.  Freedom is the ability to express yourself within the confines of God’s will and the moral law of the land.  Freedom is not the liberty to do what we want to do, regardless of whom it hurts or whom it disappoints.  Let me give you an equation for freedom and liberty that I think is real good for our country.

Freedom + responsibility = true liberty.


12. Paul says that for the Christian the equation we need to live by is (freedom in Christ) + (the responsibility of love) + (the guidance and power of the Spirit) = True Liberty in Christ.  Read Galatians 5: 13-16 …
