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1. What is good and evil?  We are living in a culture in which it is increasingly hard to define good and evil, or at least to agree on what is good and evil.   I suppose evil is easier to define or identify because it is usually centered on the taking of a life. 

2. However, I believe goodness is harder to define and even harder to agree on.  In our day and time goodness is not some objective standard in which we believe is “right or good,” but instead it is “what is good or right for me.” If I am not comfortable with it then I don’t believe in it.  

3. Now our culture is trying to come up with standards of what is good or right, and we call that being “politically correct.”  But then we’ve got a counter movement which some people espouse that is called being “politically incorrect.” There is even a whole series of books called “The Politically Incorrect Guide to…”

4. The Bible however does know what is good and what is right.  Jesus says, in Mark 10:18,  that God is good and He is good alone. Which really becomes “politically incorrect” to some people because there is an increasing number of people who think that you and I are stupid for believing in God, let alone believing in His goodness. Yet we do believe in God and while you and I might not be the sharpest tools in the box, we are not the dullest ones either.  More importantly, if you are tempted to think that only the dull-minded and ignorant people believe in God, I assure you that is not true.  There are very, very intelligent people who do believe in God, a personal God, in a Christian God.  In fact, in 1996 there was an article published in Nature magazine which said that, according to their survey, the percentage of scientists in America who were theists and atheists had not significantly changed since 1916 despite all the scientific discoveries of the last hundred years. Now that might not mean much to some people but it does to me, because since the beginning of the 20th century there have been some amazing scientific discoveries.   And at least to some very intelligent people these discoveries are pointing to God.

5. I believe that God has written two books: one the Book of Scripture (the Bible) and the other the book of Nature (God’s creation).  In other words, God’s creation points to and glorifies its Creator. In studying the creation, you can learn something about its designer.  Just like in looking a piece of art you can understand something about the artist.
 

6. It is debatable whether Charles Darwin believed in God or not, but in his book, The Origin of Species, the preface has this quote of Francis Bacon: “To conclude, therefore, let no man out of weak conceit of sobriety, or an ill-applied moderation, think or maintain, that a man can search too far or be too well studied in the book of God’s word, or in the book of God’s works; divinity or philosophy, but rather let men endeavor an endless progress of proficiency in both.”  In other words, study God’s word and God’s creation, they both will teach you about God.  So it is not surprising that many (not all, mind you) intelligent people who study God’s creation are drawn to seek a Creator.

7.   But then the question becomes what kind of Creator? What kind of God are we talking about?  We could spend hours and hours talking about what kind of God there is but we won’t. Instead, I will simply say that God is good.  You’ve all seen the LG shirts which say “Life is good.”  Well, God is good.  Goodness and love are God’s very nature.
  

8. If God is not good, then I have no hope or desire to be a part of God.  But thankfully He is not only good, but the eternal standard of what is good.  Therefore, what He does is good.  What he commands is good, and there is no other standard of goodness apart from Him.

9.  A non-believer may say that they are a good person.  And in fact, we might say that so and so is a good person but unless our goodness honors God, unless our goodness seeks God, glorifies God, points to God and rises out of a love for God, then it is not true goodness. In Matthew 5:16 Jesus says: “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  A believer’s good deeds, hence their goodness, come shining forth as they glorify God who is in Heaven. In fact, you might say that our purpose is for living; is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

10. Therefore, our scripture this morning says: “Seek good, not evil.” In other words, seek God who is the ultimate source of goodness and do good deeds every chance you get.  Now Amos defines every chance you get by justice in the courts.  Israel was not treating people fairly and justly, especially the poor. A country, a people, is only as good as they are just and fair to all its citizens. Our constitution says Liberty and Justice for all. Amos would agree, so he says seek goodness, seek God, and treat people as fairly as you can.  In Matthew 7: 12, it says, “therefore however you want people to treat you so treat them.”

11. Yet apart from God, can we be good? No, of course not. Apart from God, Israel could not be good.  In fact, every instance of Israel’s downfall started when they rejected God. Our downfall as a nation is and will be when we ignore God.  Our downfall as Christians will be when we stray from Christ. Because, when our own goodness falls short, is lacking, it is Jesus that atones for our lack of goodness and fills our goodness before God.
  

12. Seek God, put Christ first, reflect His goodness, reject evil, and treat people better than you want to be treated so that God may be glorified and our good works might shine before men. 
