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·  “Why things happen” is one of the most pressing questions that we ask in life. Kara’s two favorite questions were “why?” and “when are we going to get there?” I also know that, as a minister, the question I hear the most is why is this happening to me, or why has this happened to my family?  I’ll be honest and admit that most of time I don’t know.  I am not smart enough to figure all that out and I really believe that a lot of preachers and religious people owe God a big apology because they attribute too much of the bad things that happen in the world to God. Some people make God out to be a monster.

· However, God is not a monster.  The God of the Bible is not an avenging and punishing God, even though Hebrews 10:30 says, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay,” and goes on to say that “it is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  God is not a monster who zaps us every time we stray from His will, lest we be beaten down and destroyed a long time ago.  In fact if someone says the God of the Holy Bible is a mean, vindictive, and monstrous sort of being then we should reply “No He is not, if my God was as cruel as you suggest I would not be here, and neither would you.”

· However, God is no push-over either.  You have to respect him if you don’t want to get spanked. In fact who do you think God stricter toward: His own people or the average run of the mill unbeliever?  The saved sinner or the unsaved sinner? The theist or the atheist?

· God treats everyone the same, you might say.  Yet, according to scripture, not really.  Hebrews 10: 30 says: “…the Lord will judge His people,” and our scripture this morning says in verse 2: “You only have I chosen of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all of your sins.”  He is saying: “I have chosen you therefore I will hold you to a stricter standard.” What do you think about that? You are mine, therefore I expect you to behave? Fair or unfair.  

· I’ll tell you this little story.  My father was a smart man but he only finished the 8th grade.  The reason being, he went to a school in which there were only two: one for the first six grades and then one for the next six.  He made it fine for the first six, but the teacher for the next six was his uncle.  His uncle didn’t want anyone saying that he treated his nephew with favoritism so he made dad’s life miserable and, as soon as he finished the 8th grade, he dropped out.  Fair or unfair? Definitely, unfair.  How is this different from our scripture? Many ways I guess, but one is that, in my opinion, dad was being judged on who he was rather than what he knew.  You might say that Israel was being judged by who they were, but most importantly, I believed they were being judged on what they knew. They knew, or should have known, the Law.  And God says, like we do to our children:  “You knew better than doing that.”

· Jesus says in Luke 12: 47-48: “And the slave who knew his master’s will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging will receive but few.  And from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.”  Do you think that many people sense this truth, and, therefore, choose to be ignorant? But such games do not work with God.  

· What is the purpose of judgment, at least in this life-time? Does anyone know?  Look in Amos 4: 6-11. The judgments of everyday life are given not to punish us, but to get us to return to God when we stray.  Or simply to remind us that in order to make it through life we are going to have to be a lot closer to God.  Everyday judgments can be little taps on the shoulder that say, “Hey you’re going in the wrong direction.”  Or they could be little messages that say “you may be one of my children, but you’re not spiritually where you should be in life. You need to get a move on and grow up because you are wasting too much time.”  The great armchair philosopher Winston Meade used to say: “People say they have more time than money, well I don’t have a lot of money, but how do I know I have more time?”  We don’t…
· So you are saying that if a tornado struck my home and destroyed it that meant that God was tapping me on the shoulder trying to get my attention?  Maybe, but it also could mean that your house was in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Bad things happen to good people, bad things happen to people that are in God’s will.  Being in God’s will does not shelter you from all wrongs and all heartaches.  

· But I do know this, if my home was destroyed by a tornado I would be asking, “God what is it that you want me to learn from all of this?”  It could be that I need to repent and change my evil ways.  It could also mean that I need to find out that God and my family are more important than my material possessions, including my house. 
· You see what I am trying to get at is that the judgment of God, no matter how mild or severe things are, they’re not to destroy us but to make us into better people.  He does so because He loves us.  

· My sermon title is “Getting what we deserve.”  

