Week Of:   May 29, 2011
Title:    Vive la Difference
Series:   Sermons from Amos


Scripture:   Amos 3:1-2   
1. Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus is a 1992 book by John Gray that is based on the idea that men and women have different communication styles, emotional needs and personal values and that couples can use this understanding of how different we are to improve their relationships.


2. The French have long had a saying when talking about the difference between men and women.   Does anyone know what the saying is?  “Vive la difference,” meaning long live the difference.

3. My sermon is entitled Vive la Difference, not because I want to talk about the differences between men and women, but because I want to talk about the difference between the people of God and people in general.

4. In short, long live the difference between Christians and non-Christians and it is a sad day when there is no difference. 


5. The problem is there are many people that say there is no difference between Christians and non-Christians and, in fact, they believe if there is a difference, religious people are worse and that all religion is evil. For example, an Englishman by the name of Christopher Hitchens wrote a bestselling book entitled God is not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything.  He has chapters in the book entitled: Religion Kills, the Nightmare of the Old Testament, the New Testament Exceeds the Evil of the Old One. Now I am not telling you to rush out and buy this book, but I want you to be aware of what critics are saying about us and why.

6.  According to them, they are saying these things because they don’t see a lot of difference between us and them. Partly it is because they don’t want to admit the difference and then it is also because we fail miserably from time to time as Christians to demonstrate the difference.  The credibility of God’s people is not a new problem but an age-old problem. In ancient times, religious credibility was shown by how well your god protected you.  If you did well in battle and good fortune befell upon you, your god or gods were looking after you, if not, they weren’t.  Almost to the point that the reputation of a god and a nation were tied together.  Even so for Israel…


7. Turn in your Bibles to Joel, Joel 2: 17.  In the book of Joel, Judah has been hit by massive locust plagues and severe droughts which have been viewed by the prophet as harbingers of the terrible day of the Lord. The nation is a laughing stock of the area nations because of the all the terrible things that are happening to them.  The prophet tells the priests of Israel to pray for redemption by saying: “Spare your people, O Lord, Do not make your inheritance (which is Judah) an object of scorn, a byword among nations.  Why should they say among the people, Where is their God?”  


8. People say it a little different today; they say “why should I believe in God?”  Why should I be religious? Why should I attend a church? However, the measuring rod today is not so much why bad things happen to God’s people, but why does God allow bad things to happen to anyone? Many people believe today that if God does exist then our understanding of God, at least, is a moral monster. We, the church, need to do a better job in explaining that every bad thing that happens on planet earth is not God’s fault.   


9. The other problem has to do with perceived differences. In our scripture this morning, Judah is called the Chosen people. They are God’s people, God’s elect.  Verse 2 says, “You only have I chosen.” Any time we say or anyone says they are God’s people, there is bull’s eye put on your back. If you’re at church, work, school, home, and neighborhood and you identify yourself as a Christian, you are under increased scrutiny. 


10. And the better you try to be, the more people expect out of you. I think that is reason some Christians don’t like to identify themselves as Christians and some Christians don’t want to take increased roles in the church.  With increasing notoriety, there comes greater responsibility to walk the walk, not just talk the talk. 


11. God especially expects more out of us when we become His people.  Notice verse 2 with me again “You only have I chosen of all the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your sins.”  The emphasis is that God will hold them accountable for all of their sins because they are the people of God. Why? God’s chosen people were expected to be different.


12. We are too!  1 Peter 2:9 says, “you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God…Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God, once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”  


13. Hence, this is how we are to be different. Look in verse 1l, Peter writes: “Dear friends, I urge you to, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds, and glorify god on the day He visits us.”

14. In short, if we are not different, God gets the blame.  If we are good, God should get the glory.

