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1. If I asked “if you knew what you were here for?”  I’d imagine that most of you would say “I am here to worship God.”  To that I would respond, “No, No, No I am not talking about today, this particular moment, or any specific time, but what in general are you here for?”  Why do you exist and what is your purpose for living?

2. A purpose for living is very important.  In fact, I don’t think you can really live with any quality of life until you have a purpose for being on this planet.  When I say a purpose, I am talking about more than just something you want to do today or even a life vocation, but I am talking about some higher calling that truly gives you a reason for living no matter what your vocation in life.

3. The problem is some people don’t want to acknowledge that we need a purpose that goes beyond a vocation, or just having something to do. Then, some of us hastily choose an inferior and less worthy purpose in life. So again, what is your reason for living? How about family? Maybe! My family is very important to me.

4. I know… you want to be happy!  Yes, everyone I know wants to be happy.  I want to be happy.  But is being happy the real reason for living?  Should being happy be our sole goal and purpose in life or is happiness the outcome of finding a true, meaningful, and lasting purpose?

5. I am going to guess, that true happiness is finding a true purpose for living. Of course most of you know where I am going with all of this: “It is my belief, as well as yours, that we are only going to find our true and lasting purpose and therefore our ultimate happiness in God.”

6. But how far does all of this purpose stuff go back? It is only our day and time that people get caught up in a search for the meaning in life? Maybe, because if you lived in America  during Columbus’ day, you might just be worried where the next bite of food was coming from or how your family was going to survive the harsh winter more than “what am I here for.”  For some people, even in our world today, their purpose is just to survive.  

7. But I believe that any time people get time to stop and reflect, they start asking questions about purpose and the meaning of life.  Why? Because, God made us that way.  In fact, I believe the universe was made for a purpose. About thirty years ago, Nobel laureate Steven Weinberg wrote a book in which he said, “The more the universe seems comprehensible, the more it also seems pointless.” That’s a very bleak statement because, as far as we are concerned if the universe is pointless, in all probability, we are too.  Someone else wrote:
 

There are millions of years in the past.  

There are millions of years yet to come. 

And yet here we are 

right in the middle.

There is also space. 

There are miles and miles of universe in all directions.
And here we are 

right in the middle.

Sort of makes your eyes water. 

we’d never find this moment again in a million years.
This is a big deal

being in the middle of time and space.
Man, this is our world.
Let’s not blow it. 

8. I would agree that we don’t need to blow it. But this is God’s world.  He created it and us.  

Therefore, whatever God creates, He created for a purpose.  This is not just a pointless world existing in the middle of space and time. It and we are here for a reason.

9. The Psalmist says it best when he says in 19: 1-4: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.  Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to ends of the world.”
God’s creation, according to the Psalmist, is declaring God’s glory.  Glory is praise, glory is bragging, glory is telling everyone how wonderful and grand, great and mighty that God almighty really is.  God’s creation is supposed to do that, that’s the reason we were created.  It is everything and everyone’s purpose of existence. 

10. However, some people and some things have a special place in declaring God’s glory.  They don’t get that honor by being better than everyone else, it is just that God chooses them.  Look at our scripture this morning, Amos 3:2 says of Israel: “You only have I chosen of all the families of the earth.”  Of all the families and their descendents of the world, God, somehow according to his plan, chooses Abraham and his descendents—Israel.

11. Sometimes we think that being chosen is a reward, but there are times that being chosen means we are given a responsibility and a service to do. It becomes a job, or work that we must do, and it is not always easy.  Exodus 19: 6 says that Israel will be “a Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation.”  Isaiah 43: 12 says “You are my witnesses” declares the Lord, “that I am God.” They were chosen to be God’s witnesses to the rest of the world.  It was their created and chosen purpose to tell the world about God. 

12. Of course they failed to be a holy nation and, by doing so, failed to be a kingdom of priests and were punished by God making them a laughing stock of the whole world, instead of a wonderful credible witness about God. 

13. And as Christians, we believe their failure to honor their covenant or agreement with God has caused God to go to a “plan B” so to speak. The “plan B” is a new covenant based on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A plan that is implemented to created a new holy people taken from all over the world.  Holy people that grow and grow until maybe their number becomes as great as the sand on the ocean shore. The Kingdom of God that is working to redeem the entire world like Israel was supposed to do.  All to what end?

14.  So that the entire world might give God all the glory that He so richly and wonderfully deserves.  No, not just the entire world, but the entire created universe might give God the glory that He deserves, and submit to His name.  Paul says it much better than I can in Philippians 2: 9-11, “Therefore God exalted Christ to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”

15. Every tongue that confesses Jesus Christ is glorifying God the Father.  Our purpose is clear: to glorify God and be witnesses to the ends of the earth, so that every knee should bow and every tongue confess Jesus is Lord. 

