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Scripture:   Joel 2:28-32
1. Are you proud of your name? Many years ago, when Sharon was teaching in Kentucky, she had a student whose last name was Wall.  Would you care to guess what the parents gave as their child’s first name?  Brick! Brick Wall was his name.

2. When Sharon told me his name, it reminded me of one of Johnny Cash’s songs.

My daddy left home when I was three 
And he didn't leave much to ma and me 
Just this old guitar and an empty bottle of booze. 
Now, I don't blame him cause he run and hid 
But the meanest thing that he ever did 
Was before he left, he went and named me "Sue." 

Well, he must o' thought that is quite a joke 
And it got a lot of laughs from a' lots of folk, 
It seems I had to fight my whole life through. 
Some gal would giggle and I'd get red 
And some guy'd laugh and I'd bust his head, 
I tell ya, life ain't easy for a boy named "Sue." 

I got all choked up and I threw down my gun 
And I called him my pa, and he called me his son, 
And I came away with a different point of view. 
And I think about him, now and then, 
Every time I try and every time I win, 
And if I ever have a son, I think I'm gonna name him 
Bill or George! Anything but Sue! I still hate that name! 

3. There are a lot of people today who hate that name, not the name Sue but the name Christ. It is more and more fashionable, at least in some circles, to hate religion and especially the name of Christ.  

4. Considering the source, several years Ted Turner was quoted as saying that Christianity was for losers. In addition in the previous decade, there have been a popular group of people who have been espousing a variety of atheism, cleverly ( called the new atheism.  New atheism differs from old atheism by being even more anti-religious, hating religious faith, belief, and even religious people.  They are very intolerant of religious people who they condemn for being intolerant. The HBO comedian and talk show host, Bill Maher, frequently mocks God, Christ, Christians, Moslems, and any other religious person or personality that he thinks will get a laugh or a snicker. He despises God, Christ, Christians and, really, anyone else he thinks is stupid enough to be religious.

5.      Most Christians, in the meanwhile, are trying to lift up and exalt the name of Christ. But what is the big deal about a name? Well, obviously a name stands for the idea, the person, or the reality behind it.  In the Old Testament, one of the names of God, and there are many names for God in the scriptures, was so sacred that devout Jews, even to this day, will not say that name.  The name of God is so holy that it must not be taken lightly in vain.  

6. Taking the name of God in vain or lightly is not just saying cuss words as some of us might imagine, but is not taking God seriously period.  The name of God stands for and represents the person of God.  In the Book of Isaiah, the prophet Isaiah had a vision of God seated on the throne high and exalted, and all he could say once he was in the presence of this God is “Woe to me, I am ruined for I am a man of unclean lips and live among a people of unclean lips…” (Isaiah 6:5).  

7. The name and person of God was so holy that God’s name (which represented God) couldn’t be spoken because human lips are so unclean and dirty that they are not worthy of even uttering the true and sacred name of God. 

8. However, under the influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are able to call upon the God of this holy name and in doing so find our salvation.  Acts 4: 12 “For there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we can be saved.”  We cannot understand that, nor even come close to admitting that, unless the Holy Spirit gives that understanding and insight.  The Holy Spirit is that part of our existence and religious experience that allows us to recognize who Christ is and what He wants from us.  If we blasphemy the Holy Spirit, we have no hope of ever finding salvation or understanding God’s will for our lives.  

9. What is blasphemy of the Holy Spirit?  When you say that “such and such” is blasphemy, most people today just smile and shake their heads saying “oh boy! There is another religious fanatic.”  I think a part of that comes from movies and TV shows that make fun of religious convictions, and then a part of it is that religious people have been too willing to call anyone blasphemous that disagrees with them. 

10. To me, blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is when you reject the very means by which you come to God and, therefore, reject the means by which you find forgiveness.  As far as I understand the Bible, no forgiveness means no salvation, and salvation comes from the person of Jesus Christ.  And when you call upon the name of Jesus Christ, you call upon Him.

11. But salvation is more than just calling magically on the name of God.  Salvation means learning to depend on God for our very existence and our very lives.  It is more than just blurting out a name that means nothing at the time to you; instead it is the means of turning to God and to Christ as the source of your everything for as long as you live. 

12. The name of God is rich, wonderful, and all powerful because of the person and reality behind it.  Are you willing to call upon the name of Jesus? 
