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Scripture:   Joel 2:31-3:1-3
1. This week (May 1) President Obama announced that public enemy number 1, Osama bin Laden, had been killed in a compound outside Kabul, Afghanistan.  Since then, America has rejoiced and the rest of the world, as you would think, has had a mixed reaction about bin Laden’s death.  History will record that May 1, 2011 was Osama bin Laden’s judgment day for his killing of thousands of innocent people across the world, and especially for those killed 9-11 in New York. Spiritually speaking, we believe that there will also be another judgment day that Mr. bin Laden will have to face—at the end of this age.

2. How do you feel about Judgment day? Do you think we should hope that people get what they deserve? I had someone tell me once that they hoped I got what I deserved (I am hoping I don’t).  Do you think that America’s enemy number 1 got what he deserved, and ultimately he should get what he deserves on Judgment day?  And if you don’t believe that Osama bin Laden got what he deserved and won’t get what he deserved on Judgment Day, what about justice?  Shouldn’t Christians believe in justice and accountability for sins and crimes? 

3. Justice is a very old concept that is as old as fallen mankind.  More so, justice is one of the primary attributes of God.  Deuteronomy 32:4 goes like this: “The Rock, his work is perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God, without deceit, just and upright is he.”

4. If God is faithful, without deceit, just, and upright then we the crown of His creation are suppose to be likewise:  Amos 5: 24 says: “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever flowing river.” You might say the more faithful, truthful, just, and righteous God’s creation is, especially mankind, then the more God is exalted and praised in the process.  Isaiah 5: 16 says: “The Lord of hosts is exalted by justice.” 

5. The belief in justice (at least some kind or another) is fundamental to what we believe about ourselves, God, and God’s creation.  If you don’t believe me, treat someone unfairly and see how they whine, cry, get mad, and want to fight you because they didn’t like how they were treated. 

6. But what does justice and judgment have to do with one another?  I am no expert on the Hebrew language but I am told the Hebrew word mispat can be translated justice or judgment.  What determines how it is to be translated is the context of the word in the sentence.  If it is dealing with rights due to individuals in the community and upholding those rights, it is justice. To those who have denied or manipulated the rights of others the word mispat may be translated as judgment.  In others words, the judgment of the American people has held Osama bin Laden accountable for “the right of life” that he has taken away from thousands of innocent people.  So, the call for justice and the demands for judgment and punishment go hand in hand.  Stay with me on this… So much so without any judgment there would be no justice and without some idea of what is just there would be no idea of judgment, and the world we live in would be in utter chaos.

7. Well, thankfully there is justice and judgment and therefore order even in our crazy world, but we would be naïve to believe everyone pays for their crimes and sins (at least in this world)? What if folks as bad as bin Laden are not brought to justice in this world? What’s to be done about them? That’s where the apocalyptic notion of the Day of Judgment comes into play.  In our scripture this morning, Joel 2:31 says “The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Chapter 3:2 says, “I will gather all nations…there I will enter into judgment against them.” 

8. Nations will be judged, but not just nations, individuals also. The book of Revelations (20: 11, 12, 13) says: “And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it from whose presence earth and heaven fled away…and I saw the dead, the great and small standing before the throne…and the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, everyone of them according to their deeds.”  In other words, to put it crudely, “If God does not get you now, He will get to know you later.” Be very sure that if your sins don’t find you out today, they will sooner or later find you out.

9. Please use your imagination on this… What if you lived in a world that everyone got what they deserved now. What kind of world would that be? Crime-wise it would be a better world. But because of sin, our world would be empty….at least of human life. Because everyone is a sinner, and if everyone was punished then sooner or later, everyone would be gone or no one would sin. You know the chances of someone not sinning don’t you? Like maybe finding a snowflake on the surface of our sun. Consequently, everyone would be a goner.

10. But thank God, justice is not all there is to God. God is also a loving and merciful God that has made provisions for forgiveness and mercy as well as justice and judgment in His world. Forgiveness and mercy are when we are guilty as dogs, but somehow not held accountable for our transgressions, sins, crimes, and failures. When that happens, justice and judgment pass us over and forgiveness and mercy rule the day; usually because we repent and fall down on our knees and beg for forgiveness.  But in the Christian way of looking at mercy and forgiveness, do we have to ask for it to receive? 

11. The problem with all of this justice, judgment, mercy, and forgiveness stuff is: Who is worthy of it, and who gets it, and who doesn’t.  Should we have had mercy on bin Laden? A better question would be “would bin Laden have had mercy on us?” No!  Should a judge have mercy on a first time offender? Maybe, but I would imagine some judges have the philosophy that if you do the crime, you do the time.  Do you believe in capital punishment? If so, would you believe in capital punishment for your son or daughter if they were being put to death for murder? Our dear brother, Blake Whitenack, says:  “If it is someone else, we cry out for justice; if it is for ourselves, we beg for mercy.”  

12. What about the great and terrible day of the Lord? When judgment shall fall on the great and small and who stand in fear before Him who sit on the great white throne and everyone will being judged according to their deeds, and everyone who is not found written in the book of life is thrown into the lake of fire, should we pray for that day to come?  Osama bin Laden will be there, if I understand my Bible correctly. Should we pray for that day?  Should we pray for bin Laden to get what he deserved?

13. How do you think God might see that terrible day of judgment?  And however God sees, it should we endeavor to see it the same way? Probably…

14. Turn to 2 Peter 3: 9, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”  God doesn’t want anyone to perish, but all to come to repentance; should not we also?  To which we say, yes but…
