Week Of:   April 24, 2011
Title:    Leaving Behind a Blessing
Series:    Preaching from Joel   

Scripture:  Joel 2:12-1; 28, 29, 32 
1. With the celebration of Easter behind us, we are looking forward to the blessings of life and salvation that Easter left in its wake.  In fact, the blessings of the Easter event are continuing right on in our lives and our world even as we worship God now.  To communicate that blessing, I would like to use the Book of Joel as a source reference.

2. The book of Joel is considered a minor prophetic book.  Does anyone know why?  It’s not because of minor importance but because it is one of the shorter books of the Old Testament. We don’t know a whole lot of historical background to the book except it might have been written around 500 BCE- 350 BCE.  It is thought that sometimes during that period of time Judah experienced a devastating locust plague that literally stripped her of every shred of vegetation.  Young people, what is a locust?  A grasshopper.  

3. I did a little research on locusts or grasshoppers, if you will.  Some people believe that the difference between a grasshopper and a locust is the size.  I read somewhere that largest locusts were thought to be around 6 inches.  Other people say no, a grasshopper is when the insect is by itself and locusts are when they are in swarms.

4. The largest swarm of Locusts in America was seen in the western half of the United States around the middle of the 19th Century—called the Rocky Mountain Locusts.  Sightings placed their numbers covering an estimated 198,000 square miles (an area larger than the state of California, estimating (and I don’t know how they estimated this) weighting 27.5 million tons, and consisting of some 12.5 trillion insects. It was according to Guinness Book of Records that was the largest known concentration of insects known to historical record.  Imagine a swarm of insects—literally an eating machine the size of California that could darken the sun, and eat every living thing in its path then we might understand the power and devastation of a real insect infestation.  

5. If we saw that coming, we might be so scared that we would think it was literally the end of world, and surely, God was sending this plague to call us to repentance. Consequently, the theological themes of the Book of Joel are the “Day of the Lord” and “true repentance.” 

6. Our scripture today begins with a call for repentance, verse 12 says “return to me with all of your heart”….  Verse 13 says “rend your heart, and not your garments.”  Tearing garments was a sign of grief and sorrow so Joel is simply saying, let your sorrow for your sins be genuine and heartfelt, don’t just pretend you are sorrowful for your sins, but mean it with all your heart. 

7.  If that is done, the NIV says in verse 14: “Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing.”  Easter is a reminder that God has turned and had pity on us.  He has left behind a wonderful blessing of salvation for all of us.  God has had pity upon this world and has left behind the blessing of salvation for all who will repent.

8. Another blessing is found in verse 28 of our scripture.  It states “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams and your young men will see visions.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.”  

9. The early church took this scripture to explain what Jesus had said about sending a comforter and helper along side of us, and also to explain what was happening to the early church with all that unknown Baptist-like behaviors at Pentecost. ( (Acts 2)  The blessing is the Holy Spirit.  The third person of the Trinity made available for all believers.

10. The difference between the Holy Spirit as seen in the Old Testament and what was understood about the Holy Spirit in the New Testament is availability.  Availability is not for a few people like the prophets, but available for all believers, and available not just for special occasions and times, but available for every occasion.  Not to trivialize it, but the Holy Spirit was no longer for black coat and tie occasions, but is for everyday wear.  He was seen to be with believers twenty-four seven based upon Jesus dying, being raised again, and sending us this helper.

11. To which the cynics cry:  How do we know Christians are the beneficiary of such a thing as the Holy Spirit? I might ask you the same thing. How do you know that the Holy Spirit is in your heart? What is the evidence for such a presence?  I know, speaking in tongues, right?  How about jumping up and down, and shouting for joy?  Maybe, but is that the true evidence for being touched by God?   

12. I have some thoughts on that:  One, I don’t put down those people who do those things (like jumping up and down) if they are being sincere, and not just putting on an act.  Some people are just emotional people and it makes sense that they should be emotional in their Christian life.  But some of us are not so emotional and it doesn’t make sense for us; Christians are not all supposed to be alike! 

13. But what common experience, based on the presence of the Holy Spirit living in their hearts, could all believers have?   Same doctrine?  Maybe, but what about doctrinal differences between other denominations? If having the Holy Spirit is going to make us all believe the same thing, how can there be legitimate doctrinal differences between the Methodist and the Baptist.  Between the Baptist and the Roman Catholic and so on? If the Holy Spirit makes everyone believe the same, why are there so many denominations? And what makes you think Baptists are not wrong?  We believe the Bible, don’t we?  Yes, and I guarantee everyone else in the churches in St. Paul and Castlewood believe they do as well. 

14. What about a change of moral practices?  Definitely for some people, but other lost and unchurched people may not be so morally bankrupt.   In fact, some non-Christians may be living a good moral life without the Holy Spirit? 

15. What about attitudes? Should a person with a bad attitude in life change their attitude because of Christ?  

Yes, but not all lost people come into the Kingdom of God with a bad attitude that needs changing. 

16. I know, what about love? Is love the universal evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit? Yes, but don’t other people love?  The Holy Spirit helps us take love to the extreme or to the next level. 

17. Is faith the evidence of the Holy Spirit?  Yes, but faith is an intricate part of every person’s life, even Atheists have faith that God doesn’t exist.  

18. How about a soft conscious?  

19. How about peace? Making up your mind, not struggling with what is right and wrong, brings peace. 

20. Purpose? Many people have a purpose in their life, but what kind of purpose? 

21. Worship? I cannot worship without the Holy Spirit, calling upon His name…

