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Title:   Learning to Walk 
Series:   Sermons from Hosea    

Scripture:   Hosea 11:1-11
1. A baby's first few years are marked by many milestones. The one you'll probably always remember is when he took his first wobbly steps. Walking is a major developmental leap for babies, and parents are often anxious about when it'll happen.
 

2. Most babies take their first steps around their first birthday, but the age range varies from 9 to 18 months. I was amazed to read this, it is estimated that most babies take about 1,000 hours of practice from the time they pull themselves upright to the time they can walk alone. 

3. Between that time parents are encouraging, pleading, praising, guiding, and helping any way they can to see to that their child walks as soon as possible. Little do most young parents realize that, from that time on, their problems are just beginning. Because once a toddler begins to toddle, life for all parties concerned becomes increasingly interesting to say the least.  


4. One of the images that the Bible uses of Israel and God’s relationship is that of a young child that God finds and raises from infancy. In chapter 11, the prophet has God saying, “Oh! When Israel was a little child how I loved him, and out of slavery in Egypt I brought this young little nation into being.”  It was so cute, yet so needy, so mistreated, and had suffered so much in Egypt that I couldn’t help but feel sorry for it.  So I loved with him and took him under my care. But Israel was a wild and difficult child… so stubborn and rebellious.  


5. By the way, do you think there is anything such as a bad child?  Do you think that some children are more difficult than others?  Does bad parenting make a child worse? Usually! Does good parenting make a child better? Sometimes!

6. Well, Hosea tells us that God was a good and loving parent to Israel.  Look at verse 3, “It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms.”  Some believe that this image of a father taking his son by the arm and teaching him to learn to walk is the most tender and loving in Old Testament.  


7. Here is the “Lord of Heaven and earth,” the God who can measure the “oceans in the hollow of his hand” (Isaiah 40:12), who created the vastness and incomprehensibility of the universe, before whom this planet and the peoples of this earth are “like drops of water” in the vastness of an ocean, by whom nothing else that exists can compare, is teaching and guiding this little insignificant nation to become His people.

8. This God has taught Israel to walk as a nation—guiding this nation (His child) with words of law and prophets and priests. Has brought them out of slavery in Egypt.  Has helped them overcome the Philistines and conquer all of their enemies.  Verse 3 says, “though they did not realize it, it was I who healed them.” It was God who led them, protected them and bandaged their booboos.  It was God who mended their broken bones, who healed their sickness, and who tried to give them the physical, mental, and spiritual heath they needed.  It was God who looked after them even when they had no idea that they were being looked after.

9. I wonder if we can even begin to imagine how much God has looked after us. I don’t think so because there is just so much we don’t know and take for granted.  For example, scientists are discovering more and more how prime and rare a piece of real estate that this earth is.  Let me illustrate it this way, if you are camping on a cold night and have a big fire to keep you warm, you’ll find out real quick that if you get too close to the fire, you can catch on fire, and if you get far from the fire, you’ll freeze.


10. The earth is the same way. There is an exact distance from the sun that our planet needs to be to sustain life.  If it is closer to the sun, our water boils and the oceans evaporate, and life ends.  If it is further away from the sun, the water on our planet freezes and life as we know it ends.  

11. The earth is in what astro-biologists call the habitable zone, just the right distance from the sun for us to exist. Scientists are finding out more and more just how special and fragile our little planet is that we live on. To which you and I believe that this special, fragile, little planet is here by design and purpose. It was created by God and continues to be here because God is looking after it.  God is looking after our world even when an increasing number of people don’t believe in Him.

12. Israel was doing on a smaller scale what our world is doing on a larger stage.  They, whom God raised and looked after, deliberately turned and ran away from their divine parent.  

13. The prophet says that God has led Israel with cords of love and kindness, has lifted the yoke from their necks, and fed them like loving parents should and, in turn, they have turned their backs on their God. They have strayed from Him, and even ran from Him to the gods of Baal. He taught them to walk, let them grow, blessed them in ways unimaginable and they rejected Him. Every one of us needs to take time to think about how God has blessed us.  We all need to remember how He has looked after us, and taught us all that we are willing to learn. We especially need to stop and remember what Jesus has done for us on the cross…
