Week Of: April 3, 2011  
Title:  Hosea Bible Study Sunday  
Series:   Hosea    

Scripture:   Hosea 9 & 10
This morning what I want us to do is experimental. Instead of a normal sermon format, I thought I would do a Sunday evening or Wednesday evening Bible study format.  It will not replace a normal Mike Moore type of sermon, but how much we do this, if any, will depend on what type of feedback (if any) that I get.  Please keep your Bibles out and take part in any and all discussion.
 

Questions to explore:

1. In Hosea 5:4, the prophet of Israel (the Northern Kingdom) says, “They know not the Lord…”, meaning that they don’t have a correct understanding of God.  What does it mean “to know” God? Most importantly, how do you view God when life gets hairy ( and difficult? How different is our understanding of God in the Old Testament from our understanding of God in the New Testament? For example, is there a scripture that is similar to Hosea 9:15 in the New Testament?

2. What do you think of what the prophet Hosea is saying about God in 9: 11-12? “I will bereave them of every one?”….God’s blessings are a part of God’s presence.  Matthew 5:45 “…He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”  What would happen if God withdrew His presence altogether? No rain? No children? No sun? No world? No love? 

3. You might say there are two causes that happen to everyone and everything, one is the primary cause and two, the secondary causes.  God is the primary cause of everything (He the Creator and Sustainer of everything), the secondary causes are how, for the most part, God chooses to do what He wants to do. They are the laws of nature and the cosmos that scientists study and try to predict and control. Things that Mrs. Vencil teaches her science students to learn every day. These laws and principles of life and the universe that they study are how God chooses to keep this universe operating.  So if God withdraws His presence, things fall apart and His blessings cease.  

4. Does this mean if a young couple is having trouble getting pregnant or, God forbid, a young child dies that God has turned His back on them?  No.  Because there are secondary causes like genetics, medical problems, and things that go wrong that are not God’s direct doing, but a part of the imperfect world we live in.   However, if God ever did turn His back on us, none of us would live nor none of us would want to live?    

5. Would you like to be an Old Testament prophet? If your neighbor was a true prophet of God, what might you think of him or her (oops, Judges 4: 4; Huldah, 2 Kings 22: 14-20)? (Hosea 9: 7-8; 2 kings 9: 11)  

6. How would you like to have a prophet for a Pastor? It would be difficult…What do you think of Hosea’s pastoral prayer in Hosea 9:14? Imagine anyone, especially a person of God, praying for someone else to have a miscarriage.  Why would he do such a thing? Because the stakes are incredibly high? How far would you go in your prayers if you had a loved one who was going to hell?  Have you ever prayed “Lord do what you need to do to get my husband saved.”  How far will God go to convict the lost?  How far should we go to influence others for Christ? Do certain things become counter-productive?  Would you like for me to try to drag you down to our altar to get saved? How do you influence other people to get saved? You try to help them deal with the issues that stand between them and Christ.  Usually at least three factors keep a person from Christ.  One is cognitive (wrong thinking), another is emotional (bad experiences, pride), and the third is sin issues (pride, don’t want to give up).  Just one of these can keep a person from becoming a Christian.  
