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1. Who do you call on, is the title of my sermon this morning, as you can see from your bulletin.  If you were to answer that question, what would you say?  Depends, doesn’t it? It depends on what the need is.  Some things don’t require help, some things require a little help and then some things require a whole lot of help.  In fact, some things that we face in life, we just need someone to help us.  For example, if you have a problem with a ghost, who you gonna call?  Ghost busters, right?  How does the Ray Parker, Jr. song go? 

a. Something strange goin on 
Something's wrong 
[DMC] Gloom in the room 
Outside is the storm 
All alone in the crib 
Watchin the tube 
[Run] Yo-o-o-o is that what I think? 
Did I see somethin move? 
[DMC] Chill down your spine 
Your heart fills with fright 
Not filled by the things 
that GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT 
They walk through the walls 
With no time to stall 
[Run] You call the GHOSTBUSTERS 
Well that's who you call!

2. When things go bump in the night, scare you with great fright, and even haunt you out your daylights, who do you call?  Maybe we all should put God at the top of the list.  Israel should have…

3. In the book of Hosea, Israel is in trouble. They are in deep trouble because religiously they are a very adulterous nation, morally they are very corrupt, and politically they are caught between two competing super powers-Egypt and Assyria.  However, their real nightmare, according to Hosea, is they are ticking off their long covenant partner-God.  

4. I mean He is getting really, really mad.  Anytime you see a “woe” in the scriptures, that indicates big trouble.  Look at 7: 13, “Woe to them, because they have strayed from me! Destruction to them, because they have rebelled against me!  I long to redeem them but they speak lies against me.”  They didn’t realize it but God was their biggest problem.  

5. Go on the Internet when you get a chance and Google “Christ is the answer.” If you do then the number of sites that has “Christ is the answer” is staggering.   When I did, it gave 2,460,000 hits.  Now I didn’t look at all 2,460,000 sites, but it is clear that for an overwhelming number of them and people that wrote them: “Christ is the answer.” 

6.  But Christ also is the problem.  Because according to the Bible, “Christ is judge of both the living and the dead.”  Someday humanity will have to answer for their unbelief and their lack of faithfulness to Christ, and that will be a big problem for many people according to the Bible.

Israel didn’t see that “God was the problem” anymore than many people today don’t see “Christ is the problem.” Except to make things worse, Israel had and still does have a covenant relationship with God and Assyria doesn’t—and that compounds Israel’s sin and their problem.

7. Instead, Israel believes Assyria is their biggest problem.  In that day, Assyria was a power hungry super power that was threatening to overrun their part of the world and Israel with it.  In fact, I would imagine that Israel was paying big bucks to Assyria to keep Assyria from conquering them.  

8. So what’s a country going to do? You don’t want to continue paying this tribute to Assyria, but you don’t have a powerful military to protect yourself. So you try to make a treaty with another super power and get them to help you.   The country they sought help from was Egypt, and that turns out to be disastrous.  Because Assyria finds out about the attempt to forge a treaty and invades Israel in 722 BC destroying the Northern Kingdom forever.


9. Does all of this mean that we should not seek any help from anyone except God in life? Not at all!  The Bible tells us that we should bare one another’s burdens.  If we refused to seek help from anyone else other than God, we wouldn’t go to the doctor when we got sick; we would just pray.  If we had cancer, then it would be prayer and faith alone to heal us.  There are some who believe this, but we don’t.  We believe in relying on God by all means, but also doing our best to help ourselves. 

10. You believe that God will provide for you and your family, do you not? Of course, do you. But as I said to you before, aside from some government help, do you believe that He will provide for you if you don’t work? No!  God doesn’t want His people to sit idly by while the world goes by or for that matter goes to hell.  


11. Instead, He wants us to put our trust in Him first for everything.  That’s not always as easy as it sounds.  For one thing, what we think we need is not always what God thinks we need.   We forget that there are some very important lessons in life that we need to learn, and some of them are very painful.  

12. One of them has to do with what it means to trust God.  In the email I sent you yesterday, there is a quote by William Temple about prayer.  It says “the proper outline of a Christian prayer is not ‘Please do for me what I want.’  It is ‘Please do with me what You want.’  That prayer (according to Temple) will always be answered in proportion to its sincerity.”  And that, ladies and gentlemen, is hard lesson to learn in trusting God.


13. Two, God doesn’t always help us according to our timetable.  I wish He would because I am a very impatient man.  When I am hurting, I want help now.  I remember when I had a kidney stone.  It hit about 2:00 in the morning.  Have you ever had a kidney stone? I have…

14. We don’t always get help when we want it or even how we want it and, when we don’t, it is easy for some to lose faith. Again, there are many lessons to be learned and God seems to have His own agenda that is different from ours. 


15. To which some people respond by believing He has abandoned them.  They believe He doesn’t love them, He is cruel and unjust. They just simply find another god to believe in.  Israel did the latter, and dug a hole of destruction they never, ever got out of. 

16. Who are you gonna call? Call on God, but if you call on Him, call on Him on His terms rather than yours.  No other way will work. 

