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1. I’ve creatively entitled this Sunday’s sermon, “Desire.” ( Titles are not my forte, to which you might say amen.  In addition, you might be thinking, what are his sermons coming to, that one Sunday he talks about the “spirit of prostitution” and the next Sunday “desire?”
  

2. Well, once again I defer to the Bible—God’s Holy Word.  The Bible does not back down concerning many issues in life, or are there too many subjects that it does not have an opinion about.  The Bible is not a book of neutrality. Consequently, for the non-adventuresome person or for the squeamish person, serious Bible study is not going to be enjoyable. 
 
3. With all of that being said, how passionate a person are you? How strong do you desire things in life?  Everyone has desires in life. If we didn’t, we could not survive.  Let me give you an example. Many years ago, I was visiting an elderly person in the hospital who had just had a serious surgery.  This person (and I cannot remember if this person was a man or woman) could not eat.  This person literally could not take a bite of food.  The patient’s arms were black and blue from the IVs, throat was raw from a previous feeding tube, and the doctors were threatening to put more IVs and another feeding tube in if the patient didn’t eat.  As we prayed for healing and for an appetite for that person, the individual was crying because he (she) didn’t have a desire for food and could not make himself (her) eat. 


4. When we think of desire, usually most people would think along the lines of something sexual like lust or greed but in truth, desire is a God-given ability that goes beyond sex and money into almost every aspect of life.  In fact, you will not live very long without desire, nor will life have any true meaning without being passionate about some things.  Passion is what makes life worth living.


5. But what is desire? Desire is a sense of longing, a hunger for something that someone needs or wants.  Most people think of it as being mostly negative and very destructive, causing a lot of misery and suffering.    But also, it can be very positive and constructive. Someone wrote:  “Desire is the starting point of all achievement, not a hope, not a wish, but a keen pulsating desire which transcends everything.” You might say that desire is like a river and as long as it stays in its banks it is good and grand.  But like a river, if it gets out of its banks, it can become very destructive.


6. Well, what are some of the things we should long for or desire?  The Bible has some suggestions.  One is God.  Psalms 42: 1-2 “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?” Sometimes I get the impression that Christians feel like once we get saved, we get as close to God as we ever will get.  Nothing could be farther from the truth.  Every day we are supposed to live as a “soul that is thirsting more and more for God.”  I don’t think we should ever be satisfied with our relationship with God.  We should all long for more of God, or to put it better, we should long for a closer walk with God, no matter how long we have been a Christian. 


7. We might long for a closer walk with God, but how many of us long for righteous living? What is righteous living?  Psalm 40:8 says “I desire to do your will, O my God. Your law is written on my heart.”  If we thought we could walk with God, but also live like the devil, would we?  Many people act as if they believe that, however Hebrew 13: 18 says “desire to live honorable in every way” and thereby walk closer with God.


8. How about desiring wisdom? 2 Chronicles 1 has an interesting discussion between Solomon and God.  God appears to Solomon and says “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”  Solomon asks for and receives wisdom.  God said to Solomon:  “Since this your heart’s desire and you have not asked for wealth, riches or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge…therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given to you.”  Wisdom is something the Bible says we should seek – according to Proverbs more precious that silver or gold.


9. Does God desire anything?  Remember, God is perfect!  Does perfection need anything or should perfection have a desire for anything?  Well, the Bible says God does desire several things, like for instance, Israel.  The writer of 2 Chronicles says “because of the love of God for Israel and his desire to uphold them forever, he has made you (Solomon) king over them” (9:8).  Not only does He desire Israel but, evidently, you and I as well because we believe He has chosen us. 


10. From those that God chooses, He also desires right living.  James 1: 19 says God desires “a righteous life” from all of us.  A desire for truth is one of the things that He wants to see in our hearts.  Psalm 51: 6 says “Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.” God desires his people to believe in truth and practice wisdom.


11. Look at our scripture in Hosea for yet another desire and, perhaps, the most important.  Hosea 6: 6 says “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”  In the Old Testament, the people of God demonstrated their love for God and their hope for forgiveness by their sacrifices and burnt offerings.  These, along with their obedience to the Law, were meant to demonstrate just how much they deeply loved God.  Yet in life, there are many times that we simply go through the motions and fake what we are not feeling.  Marriages do that, and die a long time before there is the actual divorce.  Politicians act like that they think that people what them to act like, regardless of how they really feel.  In fact, I don’t know if politicians know how they really feel, except they just want to stay in office.


12. And sometimes, religious people are just as phony as politicians.  But God is saying, look what I want from my people is to be genuine and sincere.  What I want people to be is merciful and loving.  What I want my people to show is a knowledge that they have of me.


13. The knowledge that He is talking about is not just head knowledge, but it is heart knowledge.  The Hebrew word is hesed.  It means a “steadfast covenant love.”  It is not puppy love, not the love that is here today and gone tomorrow.  It is steadfast love and commitment that will last a life-time or for an eternity.  It is a mature love and commitment that is I am going to love you no matter what so help me God.  It is an unconditional love that is based upon an everlasting covenant between two parties. 


14. This is what God desires from us….. Israel’s love is like verse 4 …mist or dew…

