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Title:    Tensions of Life
Series:   Study of Hosea
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1. Many times in life we feel like we are being pulled between two opposite attractions.  In fact, it may feel like most of our life involves many times in which we feel pulled in too many directions at once.
 

2. Working parents are prime examples of that kind of pull or that kind of tension.  The pull of being a good parent and that of providing an income for one’s family.  What are some of the tensions that you feel in your life?  Child versus Spouse!  Child versus child! Right versus Wrong!  God versus the Devil!   One friend versus another! Church versus leisure! Freedom versus responsibility! Good versus evil! God’s will versus our will!


3. The classic spiritual example of that kind of pull is found in Romans 7:15 when Paul admits he is found wanting by saying, “For what I want to do I do not do....”


4. This tension between what God wants us to do and what we end up eventually doing is what most Christians live with all of their lives.   Sometimes we end up doing what we should do, acting and believing as we should believe and sometimes we don’t.  Sometimes we end up saying “Yes, praise the Lord I did as I was supposed to do and it was great.”  And then other times our heart sinks, our head droops down, and there is an incredible heaviness to our soul and we should at least know what it is to experience guilt.  


5. I was listening to this individual who was criticizing Christianity because he said it made people feel guilty.  But the person who was saying this was missing the point!  There are times that we should feel guilty.  If there was no guilt in the world, what kind of world we would live in?  A psychopath feels no guilt for what he/she does.  Imagine what kind of world it would be if everyone’s guilt switch was turned off.  How long does anyone think that civilization would last? 


6. Healthy guilt teaches us that something is bad, wrong, and hopefully it leads us to admit we are wrong, to say we are sorry (You’d be surprised the number of people who cannot say they are sorry.), and then hopefully it causes us to be a better person.   Guilt helps us to change things that are wrong.


7. But sometimes people, or even groups of people, turn the “guilt switch off” or with certain attitudes, behaviors, and addictions even guilt is not enough to make people change.


8.  In the book of Hosea, the nation of Israel has turned the guilt switch off and is succeeding to ignore the tension, the pull, which God is trying to get them to respond to.   In fact, you might say that God is losing the tough war for the hearts and minds of His people.  Even His prophets are being ignored, and they are doing some crazy things to get God’s people’s attention.  They are considered madmen, people who are out of touch with reality.


9. But God will not give up on them.  He is going to try harder.  He is going to take personal responsibility for helping His adulterous nation. Look with me in chapter 2 and take a pencil and underline the “I wills.” This is God speaking… “I will” verses 3-23.


10. Negative “I wills” verses 3-13;  Positive “I wills” 13-23.


11. God is taking personal responsibility for His people, and the tension that it is creating must be enormous. People are hopefully being pulled in the creative tension of God’s sovereign will.  God loves His people and is not going to give up on them without a fight… but is God’s grace always irresistible?

12. This has been a debate down though the centuries in the church; is the sovereign will of the Sovereign God of the universe irresistible?  Is it?  


13. Well, what happens in Hosea?  In 722 BC, the Persian Empire invades and the 10 northern tribes of Israel have never been heard from since.  This is startling; consider Hosea 2:18-20.


14. So once again, is God’s grace always irresistible? If God was a sovereign tyrant, the horrible harsh dictator that some people make God out to be? Yes, His grace would be irresistible, but there would be no human freedom.


15. Yet within the sphere of divine love—the sovereign will of God takes a step back to the human right to say no.  Why?  Because for love to be love, there has to be the possibility of saying no.

16. I believe God works hard, harder than you or I or anyone else could imagine, for the salvation of the world. But, I also believe that for God to love us, he has to give us the freedom to say no.


17. Let’s say it this way. Do you believe that God is going to take care of the needs (not the wants) of your family?  Do you think God will provide for you and your love ones?  Aside from welfare, begging, or retirement, if you don’t go to work?  God wants to bless us but there are times we have to do our part.


18. You’ve heard me use this example about the drunk who was saved at a circuit riders revival service?  Who wins?  “The one I say Gettie Up to.”


19. A lot of life is lived between two pulling teams of mules…and whether God is victorious or not is which one we say, “gettie up” to.


20. A sovereign God existing in tension with human freedom is the way that God has gotten things done ever since we have come into creation.   We just have remember to say “gettie up” to the correct team of mules.

