Week Of:   February 27, 2011
Title:  Dependence on God  
Series:       Study of Hosea
Scripture:   Hosea 4:1-6; Psalm 8:1-9
1. How independent or dependent a person are you? When I was growing up…a long time ago, my favorite singing group was Simon & Garfunkel.  They sang a song that spoke to a fantasy of independence some people have called “I am a Rock.”

2. A winter's day 

In a deep and dark December; 
I am alone, 
Gazing from my window to the streets below 
On a freshly fallen silent shroud of snow. 
I am a rock, 
I am an island. 

I've built walls, 
A fortress deep and mighty, 
That none may penetrate. 
I have no need of friendship; friendship causes pain. 
It's laughter and it's loving I disdain. 
I am a rock, 
I am an island. 

I have my books 
And my poetry to protect me; 
I am shielded in my armor, 
Hiding in my room, safe within my womb. 
I touch no one and no one touches me. 
I am a rock, 
I am an island. 

And a rock feels no pain; 
And an island never cries.

3. I don’t think that anyone here would fancy themselves as being a “rock” or an “island” like Simon & Garfunkel have described, but just how independent or dependent are you?  To get a clear idea of how independent or dependent you are, you might what to get a clear picture of who you are? 

4. I’ve been studying about God’s natural universe and what that might say about God.  God’s universe, the cosmos, is so beautifully made.  I personally believe that the cosmos reflects the image and the beauty of God.  

5. However, as I study God’s creation, I wonder what significance humankind plays in all of this?  Considering the vastness of our incomprehensible universe, what is this tiny little planet called earth to the Creator; what significance are life-forms we call humanity to God the Creator; and most importantly to me, what is Mike Moore that the Creator of the Universe should be interested in me?  

6. Now unless you start thinking that modern mankind is the only generation to come up with such crazy comparisons, let’s look at our Psalm this morning: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.  You have set your glory above the heavens…When I consider the heavens…” (Psalm 8:3-9).   What is man that you are mindful of him? 

7. Well some people have answered that question by saying that human beings are just a product of natural selection and the evolutionary process, or at best just another part of the creation process that has been abandoned by an indifferent god.  But this is not what the Bible says?

8. First, Psalm 8 says we are created beings that are a little lower than the angels.  The Holy Trinity is here, angels are right below, and we are right below them.

9. Second, Psalm 8 also says that God has “crowned him with glory, and honor.”  Some say this is where we are deemed the “crown of God’s creation” with honor and glory accordingly. However, if there is honor and glory, and if we are the very best that God has created, then it is a gift that is dependent on God and not any special right that mankind can claim in and that of its own. 

10. Third, “to rule over the works of your hands” not to abuse, use, rape, and pillage the rest of God’s creation.  We are managers of God’s creation.

11. All of this means, to me, that we are dependent on God for everything.  This conviction is not held by everyone, nor is it something Christians always agree about. Most people believe there is a God, in fact about 94-96 percent of people say they do, but just how much they pray, serve, worship, read their Bible, or what kind of God they believe in is a matter of great diversity and different degrees.

12.   In Hosea’s day and time, they believed in God but there was very little or no faithfulness to God in the Land.  In others words, people were not depending on God at all.  In fact, they were ignoring God.  And when people don’t depend on God and ignore God then the land, the nation, is in trouble.  

13. Hosea 4: 2 says “There is only cursing, lying, murder, stealing, and adultery, they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed…”  Ignoring God, seeking one’s independence from God, leads to moral bankruptcy.   He ends our verses by saying “my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge”.   Not head knowledge, but heart knowledge; knowledge that is born of love, and that gives way to a deep dependency on God.

14.
What does it mean to be dependent on God? As a little child depends upon his parents, so Christians must depend upon God. Jesus said: "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 18:3-4).

15.
"Depend" means to be contingent (Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary). Whatever a little child does is contingent upon his parents.  A little child cannot feed himself or prepare food to eat. A little child cannot take himself to the doctor when ill. A little child depends on his parents for everything. Christians must turn their lives over to God and thus depend on Him. Their lives must be contingent on God’s will.
16.
"Depend" means to exist by virtue of a necessary relation (Webster). God's existence is not dependent on His relationship with us. But, our physical and spiritual existence is dependent on our relationship with Him. Everyone must depend on God for their physical existence. But only those who believe and obey God have given themselves over to Him and thus depend on Him for salvation.

17.
“Depend" means to be pending or undecided (Webster). Christians put God first in their lives. Their motto is: Let God's will be done, not my own. Christians do not make decisions based upon their own will but upon God's will. We do not know what will happen tomorrow or even the next minute.   From our perspective, everything is pending. (James 4: 13-17)


18.
"Depend" means to place reliance or trust (Webster). Do we depend on people we do not trust? Our dependence on God is linked to our trust in Him. And trust is linked to faith. Paul says that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17). The more faith we have in God, the more dependent we will be on Him.

19.
"Depend" means to be dependent, especially for financial support (Webster). Without God's blessing we would have nothing. We would not have any food or money. Do we realize our dependence on God when we sit at the table to eat? Do we realize our dependence on God every time we make a purchase?

20.
"Depend" means to hang down (Webster).  This is a literal definition of depend.  A pendant hangs down from a chain. If the chain breaks, the pendant falls. We are the pendants and God is the chain. Our life is totally dependent on God's firm grasp. Our very existence is dependent on God.

