Week Of:   February 20, 2011
Title:  Being Obedient  
Series:  Hosea     

Scripture:   Hosea 1: 1-3
1. This morning’s sermon is about something that for most part is very unpopular—obedience.  How many of you remember that wedding vows used read like this:  I promise to “have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, honor, and obey...”

2. Someone said that in today’s society it is more like “love, honor, and ebay…” rather than obey.  Still someone else said “Obey wasn't at my wedding, because I refused to have “obey” in my vows. I wanted a partner, not an owner.”  To which all the ladies say: “amen.”

3. Yet, when it comes to being a Christian, how important is the word obey? Do you think that we can be a Christian and not practice obedience?  How hard is it to be obedient to God and what does it take to be obedient?

4. Imagine that you are Hosea in our scripture this morning and think about what obedience means.  The first thing that we read in chapter 1 verse 2 is “When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, “Go, take an adulterous wife, and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.”

5. The King James Version says: “Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms, and children of whoredoms.” Other translations may say a harlot and harlot’s children. 

6. Whatever word that is used to describe Gomer’s moral or professional background, it is not good.  And it comes rather surprising, especially to the first time reader at least, that God commands one of His Holy prophets to marry her and have children, to “Go, take yourself an adulterous, whore-ish, harlot of a woman.”  To be obedient to God in this case would be very difficult to do.

7.  Yet at times, the Bible says that God does ask His people to do some difficult and rather unpleasant things.  For example, do you remember what story we find in Genesis 22? Abraham and Isaac! If you think today’s scripture is difficult, look at verse 2 in that chapter: “Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.’”   I know the Bible tells us that all things are possible with God, but I could not have been obedient, could you?

8. Another example is the prophet Isaiah.  Do you remember what the Bible says that God told Isaiah to do in 20:2?  “Take off  the sackcloth from your body and the sandals from your feet.  And he did so, going around stripped (naked) and barefoot.”  This prophet went around for three years preaching naked.  Aren’t you glad that I am not a prophet? (


9. But did God really want these people to do all the crazy things they did?  This is our scripture.  It is the word of God.  Still, another question to ponder would be were these people normal, average people like you and me?  Assuming we are normal.  No they weren’t… In my opinion, they were different and God used their differences to get His point across. 


10.  It maybe debatable as to whether God may or may not ask people to do seemly crazy or bazaar things (no one really knows for sure), but He certainly can and does use weird and sometimes unstable people to get His point across.  I think, for the most part, the prophets and the Holy people of the Bible walked to the beat of a different drum—they weren’t ordinary or they would not have been able to do the things they did. 


11.   Now I am not saying all crazy people are prophets or, for that matter, being used by God.  Please don’t hear me saying that.  It is not God’s will, nor do I believe it will ever be God’s will, for a person to walk into a crowded room and start shooting a gun or blowing themselves up and everyone else with them. Nor do I believe that self-mutilation, prostitution, adultery, murder, lying, stealing, or any other sin is God’s will.  It is not.


12. But I cannot, say nor can anyone else, say what God can use to call people to repentance.  Some people believe the September 11 attack on the Twin towers in New York City was God’s will—to which I say they are crazy.  But do I believe that God could and did try to use that terrible tragedy to wake up our nation? Yes!  If nothing else, to show us how vulnerable that we really are to terrorist attacks, and how much we should depend on Him for our security. 


13. What does all of this have to do with being obedient to God? First, it says what we all know, that being obedient is not an easy matter to accomplish no matter who we are. 


14. Second, put on thinking caps with this:  “You’ve got to know what you won’t do, before you know what you will be willing to do?”  In other words, I know the Bible well enough and I know God’s will for my life to know there are some things that God will not ask me to do? 


15. Third, trust in God no matter what you decide to do. Make your decisions and your obedience a matter of prayer and never look back.  Live your life in holy obedience in faith and love and don’t second guess yourself.  Don’t “what if…yourself to death.”


16. Fourth, faith and obedience is not meant to be blind.  God has His reasons for what He wants you to do.  

You may not always know what His reasons are, but faith is reason seeking understanding.  In other words, it is good to pray, to think, and to seek understanding why God wants us to believe and do the things he wants us to do.  Faith is not meant to be blind and dull, it always seeks understanding with its obedience.  

17. Fifth, I believe that both prophets and modern day Christians should have one thing in common toward God. They should love their God with all the heart, soul, and mind.  Obedience of any kind, to anything, is harsh and difficult, if not impossible without love.   With greater difficulty, greater love is needed.   The Greek philosopher, Aristotle, has quote that I like; “Wicked men obey from fear; good men from love.”

