Week Of:   February 13, 2011
Title:    Breaking Up Is Hard To Do
Series:    Hosea Study   

Scripture:   Hosea 6:4; Hosea 11:1-11
1. I have a depressing thought for you: Valentines’ Day is tomorrow and I wonder how many people break up on Valentines’ Day?  I went to the Internet and Googled ‘how many people get dumped on Valentines’ Day?’  Well, one person thought there would be 268 break ups and another 426 get dumped.  I kid you not.
 

2. I also went to a sad site called “Break ups Quotes. Com”. Here are some of the rays of sunshine that I’ve picked up from that webpage:  

-I'm not supposed to love you, I'm not supposed to care, I'm not supposed to live my life wishing you were there. I'm not supposed to wonder where you are or what you're doing, but I can't help it, cause I'm in love with you.

-We laughed until we had to cry, we loved right down to our last goodbye, but over the years we'll smile and recall for just one moment we had it all

-It takes a couple seconds to say Hello, but forever to say Goodbye.

-Nothing hurts more than realizing he meant everything to you, but you meant nothing to him.

-The pain of having a broken heart is not so much as to kill you, yet not so little as to let you live.

-Trying to forget someone you love is like trying to remember someone you never knew.

-You don't die from a broken heart.. you only wish you that you do. 

-You don't realize how much you care about someone until they don't care about you.

-(This one is favor of mine) I will always cherish the initial misconceptions I had about you.  
Then do you remember Neil Sedaka:  Breaking up is hard to do!
You tell me that you’re leaving

I cannot believe its true

Darlin there is no living without you

Down, dooby, do down,down

Come-a Come-a

Down dooby do, down, down

Breaking up is hard to do.

3. In our scripture this morning, there is a breakup that is going to occur, or should I say one that God is trying to keep from occurring?   However, there is nothing light-hearted and amusing about this break up.  It is not just puppy love that is here today and gone tomorrow.  It’s between God and the people of Israel.  It is about as serious as you can get and as hurtful as you might imagine, because God is the one being hurt, and Israel will be the one who suffers for it. 

4. We believe that the Book of Hosea was written between 750-723 BC, shortly before the North Kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians in 721.  Israel, the North Kingdom, had been a puppet state to the Assyrians for several years, doing whatever the Assyrians said, and paying tribute to the Assyrians as much as they demanded.   

5. When Hosea began his ministry, it was 784 BC and his country was free, peaceful and prosperous, Jeroboam II was king.  The kingdom was powerful and affluent and Jeroboam was extending its borders.  However, with its affluence the gap between the rich and the poor begin to increase.  The courts were not just and fair, but mainly catered to the rich and the powerful.    There was a continuous breakdown of morals and people didn’t seem to care.  But most importantly, there was a blending of the Canaanite god of fertility, Baal, with Jehovah the God of Israel.

6. Historians called Jeroboam II a great ruler, but the Bible refers to him as being evil because of his association the Canaanite gods.  Never-the-less, he ruled for 40 years and was strong enough to keep the Assyrians at bay.  However when he died, his son who took his place and was assassinated after 6 months, and for the next twelve years, 5 kings succeeded one after another  with four falling victim to political assassinations.  

7. With all this political instability in the Northern Kingdom, according to 1 Chronicles 5:26, the Assyrians invaded  in (740 BC) and carried off the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh.  The rest of Israel was so weakened that they had to pay money (or tribute) to the Assyrians and do what they were told.  

8. For the next 18 years or so, they had to bear the indignity of being the puppet state of Assyria until one of Israel’s kings sought military aid from Egypt, and the Assyrians invaded and destroyed all the Northern Kingdom in 721 BC and they were never heard from again. 


9. But before and during this political drama, Hosea the prophet of God is constantly reminding Israel of their responsibility to the covenant they had with the Living God of Israel.


10. Now what’s a covenant?  There are many covenants in the Bible and we don’t have time to go into all of them, but the one I want to mention is the Mosaic Covenant. Beginning in Exodus 19-24, it contains the foundations of the Torah. In this covenant, God promises:


· To make the children of Israel His special possession among all people if they obey God and keep his covenant [Exodus 19:5] 

· To make the children of Israel a kingdom of priests and a holy nation[Exodus 19:6] 

· To give the children of Israel the Sabbath as the permanent sign of this covenant [31:12-17] 

· As part of the terms of this covenant, God gives Moses the Ten Commandments of which they are supposed to live by, with the first one being, "You shall not have other gods apart from me."


11. So on and on the Prophet goes trying to get the people to realize where they have failed God and the covenant that their forefathers agreed on.   Do you think that one generation’s agreement should be binding on another generation?  Treaties between nations do that.


12. Nevertheless, they fail to listen and the Prophet gets desperate and more desperate, and in his words you hear the pain and suffering of God.  Look at our scripture Hosea 6:4 & Hosea 11: 7-8. Can’t you hear God’s pain because the children of Israel have turned from His love.  The Covenant to God was more than just a business contract; it was an agreement written on the heart of God.  In fact, it was a marriage in which the heart of God was broken to pieces.   


13. I guess this leads to the question that most of us take for granted and that many people in our society are debating:  What kind of God is there?  Blake sent out an email last week that told the story about a young man being harassed by his Professor about his belief in God.  In the email, the young man says he is Christian and then turns the argument on the Professor.  The young man, according to the email, was Albert Einstein. Yet according to what we know that email wasn’t true.   In a reply to one of the many inquiries about his religious beliefs he wrote: “If something is in me which can be called religious then it is the unbounded admiration for the structure of the world as far as our science can reveal it.”  But then he prefixed what he said by these words: “I do not believe in a personal God.”  


14. But yet if there is no personal God, no God that is active in the world and in our lives then in the final analysis, God is dead.  I am a Christian and I believe in my personal God who is active and alive in my puny human existence.  He loves me and cares what I believe and what I do…  That God is so great and grand that He has created this universe (and maybe multi-universes), but yet cares about humanity is beyond me.  


15. The Greeks believed in God as being as being "apathea" which is where we get our word apathetic.  More so, He is passionate about His people. He cares!!! 

