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1.  In the late 1960’s, Edwin Starr wrote a Vietnam War protest song called, “War, huh, Yeah, What is it God For?” Well, most of us here would admit that there are times that war seems to be a necessary evil.
2.  The question I would like to present to you is “Money, what is it good for?” I don’t think that anyone here would say that money is evil or a necessary evil. In fact, if we want to be scriptural, it is the “love of money that is the root of all evil.” (1Timothy 6:10) Well, how do we know that we are not in love with money?

3.  What do we need money for?  Well, if you have any doubt that you don’t need money to live on, just talk to people who don’t have any.  There are a lot of folks that come to our church on Tuesday morning for food that would beg to differ with us.  Someone once said that the only people who say they don’t need money to be happy are the ones who already have it.  We live in a world that no one can live for very long without money. So, what’s it good for?  To live, eat, keep warm, and have a roof over one’s head, of course.
4. And then, money is also something that we are meant to enjoy, not love… but enjoy. There is a thin line between having money to enjoy in life, and loving and worshiping your money.  This is illustrated in Paul’s letters.

5.  In 1 Timothy 6:17, Paul encourages young Timothy to tell those around him “to put their hope in God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” According to Paul, everything God gives us He gives us for our enjoyment. So what are money and material possessions good for? They are good for our enjoyment/and something else we’ll see in just a few minutes.

6.  However, money and material possessions have inherit dangers in them, because we don’t always know how to handle and manage good things in life, do we? In our world, it is very easy to love the creation, honor the creation, and desire the creation and the blessings of life more so than the Creator and the One who gives us these things.  Proverb 30:7 is a prayer that says, “Two things I ask of you, O Lord; do not refuse me before I die; Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, “Who is the Lord?””  
7.  People who are rich don’t always put their trust in the Lord, instead they put it in their wealth.  Proverb 18:11, “The wealth of the rich is their fortified city, they imagine that it is an unscalable wall.”  Don’t you feel more secure with money in your pocket?  Doesn’t it make most of us very nervous when the end of the month comes around and the funds are running short?
8.  Yet the book of Proverbs reminds us that money is very fleeing. Proverbs 23:5 states, “Cast but a glance at riches and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.”  Proverb 11:28 says, “Whoever trusts in his riches will fall…”  Proverb 28:11 says, “…he who trusts in the Lord will prosper.” Trust in God, not in money. But how do we know what we are trusting in, God or mammon?  Maybe it is by what we do with it and how much we covet it or love it.
9.  Money also blinds us, or I should say “the love of money” blinds us. Look at Proverb 18:11, “A rich man may be wise in his own eyes… but a poor man who has discernment sees through him.”  Some people think that when they get money they are smart and wise, but money doesn’t make you wise or good. It is what we do with money that makes us wise or good.
10. Ok preacher, I know the love of money is the root of evil.  But is there anything good that the Bible or the book of Proverbs says about money? Yes, the book of Proverbs says that money can buy you friends and respect. Proverb 19:4, “Wealth brings many friends, but a poor man’s friend deserts him.” In fact in verse 7 of that same chapter, it says that a poor man’s own family will shun him, and his friends avoid him even though he pleads with them not to. Proverb 14:20 says that “the poor are shunned by their neighbors but the rich have many friends.” Of course if someone likes you just because you have money, they are not much of a friend, are they?   

11. Well, is there anything better than money? Our society acts like there isn’t. One thing that we’ve seen is better than money is the Lord!!! What else? Love, yeah!!!  Proverb 19:22 says, “What a man desires is unfailing love; better to be poor than a liar.” Proverb 15:17 says, “Better a meal of vegetables where there is love than a fattened calf with hatred.” 

12. But can you buy love?  The Beatles have a proverb (of sorts) for that:

Can’t Buy Me Love

I’ll buy you a diamond ring my friend if it makes you feel alright

I’ll get you anything my friend if it makes you feel alright

‘Cause I don’t care too much for money, money can’t buy me love

I’ll give you all I got to give if you say you love me too

I may not have a lot to give but what I got I’ll give to you

I don’t care too much for money, money can’t buy me love

Can’t buy me love, everybody tells me so

Can’t buy me love, no no no no

Say you don’t need no diamond ring and I’ll be satisfied

Tell me that you want the kind of thing that money just can’t buy

I don’t care too much for money, money can’t buy me love
13. What other things are better than money? Wisdom. Proverb 16:16 says, “How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose understanding rather than silver.” Proverb 20:15 says, “Gold there is, and rubies in abundance, but lips that speak knowledge are a rare jewel.”
14. A good name!!! Proverb 22:1 says, “A good name is more desirable than great riches, to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.” 

15. Righteousness!!! Proverb 21:21 says, “He who pursues righteousness and love find life, prosperity, and honor.” Proverb 28:6, “Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a rich man whose ways are perverse.” I’d rather be poor and honest, than rich and crooked.

16. There is also a Proverb that speaks of the right way and wrong way of getting riches. Proverb 28:16, “A tyrannical ruler lacks judgment, but he who hates ill-gotten gain will enjoy a long life.”
17. Ok, all that you’ve said so far about money is rather negative. I thought you were going to say something else that was positive. Here’s one… Proverb 11:25, “A generous man will prosper, he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” Be kind and generous with what God has blessed you with and He will bless you more.
18. Two, 2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  In other words, use whatever God has blessed you with, to bless others and to do as many good works as you can.

