Week Of:   January 16, 2011   
Title:    Money: Root of All Evil
Series:  Money/Giving ~ Part 1       

Scripture:   1 Timothy 6:6-19
Probably the most unpopular subject matter for a sermon is money. In fact, the complaint of many a church member, and nearly every person concerning TV preachers, is “all they talk about is money.”  
Someone said: “The Bible contains more than five hundred references to prayer and almost five hundred references to faith, but there are more than two thousand references to money and possessions. Out of the thirty-eight parables that Jesus told, sixteen deal with how we handle money. Jesus said more about money and possessions than about heaven and about hell combined. One out of ten verses in the Gospels deals with money or possessions – 288 verses in all four Gospels.”  This has led some to believe that the way we handle and use our money is perhaps the truest indicator of the spiritual condition of our heart. I’d like to spend some time this morning looking at some things the Bible says about money.
First off, I’d like to ask, what is the most well known scripture that you can think of about money?  1 Timothy 6:10 “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil,” is often the most quoted.

Do you know that money has been a relatively late idea? Coins were not invented until about 600 BC. Before that, goods and services were acquired by exchanging other goods and services – bartering, and also by weighing out silver and gold.  So, for people who are so spiritual that think they are not interested in money, they are not being very honest with themselves. Money is simply a means of speeding up and making easier the process of bartering. It is a lot easier carrying a dollar bill in your pocket as opposed to a chicken or a pig, isn’t it?
Even 1 Timothy doesn’t say that money is the root of all kinds of evil, does it? It says, “the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”  It is simply another way that mankind has messed up the blessings of what God has given us. For sure the Bible is interested in money but more interested with how it is used or misused, and what it can or cannot buy than anything.
One of my favorite scriptures on the subject of money is in our passage this morning. It is my favorite because it seems to be the most balanced and healthy view of money that I can find. He starts out by talking about contentment, saying that godliness and contentment are good and wonderful things for us to have. Godliness in the Christian tradition is being like Christ. Contentment is simply learning somehow to be satisfied in life. I am assuming Paul is talking to his readers about the kind of existence in which people who have fallen so in love with money, wealth, and possessions that they cannot be satisfied with what they got. Unfortunately, this is what our society and culture has come to. Really, our whole economy is built on the premise that people will not be satisfied with what they have and they will strive for more and more.  Unfortunately, that gives rise to greed and debt. 

How many of us are in debt this morning? To what extent?  Too much, more than we should be, right? Paul says that “People who want to be rich fall into a temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.” The newspapers and prisons are full of such people. 

But you might say, “I don’t want to be rich, I just want to better myself and my family.” To which, I would agree. The writer of Ecclesiastes says “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven.”  (Ecclesiastes 3:1)  There is a time to better ourselves and our families but also there is a time to be content. It takes wisdom and self-restraint to know at what time of life it is.
Paul continues to say that some people eager for money have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. Money complicates many things in life and doesn’t necessarily make us happier. For example, making money for some is seen as the most important thing in life and it seems in doing so they have lost sight of their church and their faith in God. To such a person, Jesus refers to them as being foolish. Only a foolish person would put his or her hope in the temporary things of this world while ignoring the eternal.  I am reminded of this little saying:


Money will buy…



-a bed but not sleep



-books but not brains and common sense



-food but not an appetite



-finery but not beauty



-a house but not a home



-medicine but not health



-luxuries but not culture



-a crucifix but not a Savior



-a religion but not salvation



-an affluent life but not eternal life



-a passport to everywhere but to heaven



-companionship but not love


-acquaintances but not friendship



-amusements but not happiness

But according to the Apostle Paul, there is another problem as well.  He says “command those who are rich in this present world not be arrogant.”   Money tends to change us and make us think that we are better than other people. In other countries, especially in olden times, blood and ancestry were thought to separate the “big people from the little people.” But in our world, and America, it is wealth. You can be a scoundrel and be a rich scoundrel and still be proud and even respected in America. It is always a sad day that money makes us think we are better than those without it. And it is a sad day when money causes us to show favoritism as well. James 2:1 reads, “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism.” And then he explains what he means by that… “Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to the man wearing the fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts.” Please read on to verse 9.
Ok! Is there anything good that the Bible says about money?  Yes, this is a world of astonishing variety, beauty, and goodness and God has created it and said that it is good. Things material and temporary are not evil and bad; they are good. If they have become bad, it is because we have made them bad.

At the beginning of the Book of Job, Job is one of the richest men around. He has 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 donkeys. As the story goes, he loses everything but at the end of the book, as a sign of God’s blessing, everything is doubled. As Job 40:12 says, “The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.”  
And have you noticed that Paul says: “Command those who are rich in this present world… to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” I find this liberating that it is ok to enjoy the fruits of our labor. The blessings that God has given us… they were given to us for our enjoyment. 

However, look at verse 18. “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.”  I’ve said many times there should be no such thing as a stingy, selfish Christian.  Paul wants us as Christians to be generous and sharing, using the blessings of God to help others.  According to the Apostle Paul, doing such good deeds and sharing “lays up treasure” for us in heaven as firm foundation for the coming age. Good deeds and generous giving will help give us a wonderful retirement in heaven…
Now as you might imagine, that sparks most American’s interest. We’d love to be able to retire to heaven with a heavenly pension of a golden crown of glory, with eternal wealth beyond comparison, especially more than the heavenly Jones’.  But again, we are missing the point. Good done for reward is never a virtue. In fact, as far as the Bible is concerned, it is usually done in vain. The rewards in heaven are always given because we have learned that the end doesn’t justify the means. That the means and reasons for means do somehow effect the end. In other words, it is important why we do what we do. In fact, Paul says that if I give everything to the poor, but do not love, I am nothing. Love and faithfulness is primary. Reward is secondary. 
How do you use your money? 
