Week Of:  January 9, 2010 
Title:   Principles of Giving  ~ Part 1     
Series:  Doctrine of Stewardship 
Scripture:  1 Chronicles 29:10-20 
1.   Last Sunday I challenged us all to pray for faith, hope, and love.  Meaning that no matter how long we’ve been a Christian and how mature a Christian we consider ourselves to be we need more of these characteristics in our lives.
2.  Today I would like to challenge us in a way that proceeds from an increase in faith, hope, and love, because with these attributes, there always comes responsibility. You cannot grow as a Christian in your faith, hope, and love and not be challenged by God to be more responsible than you have been. God will not grant you more faith, more hope, and more love and let you be the same.
3.  For this next year I would like to challenge you in your giving. The following are some strong principles of giving to guide us.

4.  The first principle is found in our scripture this morning, in verse 11, “Yours O Lord is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours… Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things…” 

5.  I don’t know how much we believe that because until we exit this world we sure do act like that we own everything we’ve got. I know that it is easy to believe and say “this is mine,” at least until someone or something takes it from us.
6.  The next principle that we are quick to forget is that God is the provider of everything that is good and wonderful in our life. James 1:7, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights.”
7.  Isaiah 26:12, “All that we have accomplished you, Lord, have done for us.” And Matthew 7:11, “If you then though you were evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in Heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him.”
8.  You may have worked hard for what you have but God has given you the strength to have what you have. But what you have in your hearts is better than any material blessing you might have. But, what you have in your hearts is better than any material blessing you might have.  Proverbs 8:18-21 has God saying, “Unending riches, honor, justice, and righteousness are mine to distribute. (However God says) My gifts are better than the purest gold or sterling silver! Those who love and follow me are indeed wealthy. I fill their treasuries.”
9.  So no matter how much money you have, if you love God and try to follow Him, you are wealthy. And from a wealthy and loving heart, you give. Someone wrote: “As thunder follows lightning, give follows grace. When God’s grace touches you, you cannot help but respond with generous giving.”

10. If this is true, then stingy Christians are people who haven’t yet learned how much God loves them, and how much they should love God back.

11. Martin Luther, the father of the Protestant Reformation wrote: “People go through three conversions (What would that be?); The conversion of their head (where they know what is the truth?), the conversion of the heart (where they emotionally know what is good and true), and the conversion of the pocketbooks (when finally they do what is right?).” 

12. But does God really care with what we do with our money? Jesus does… Mark 12:41-44, “Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything, all she had to live on.”” 
13. I don’t know if I could give everything that I had to live on, do you? But if we are not careful, our bank and credit card statements are theological documents. They tell us who, and what we really worship.”
14. What is our calling in life? To make sure that we worship God and God alone, and that we become faithful stewards of everything that God has given us.  
